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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed April 19, 2006 has been carefully considered. Reconsideration 
in view of the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 112 

Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claims allegedly contain subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertain, 
or with which it is mostly nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Claims 1 and 3, 
from which claims 2 and 4 depend, have been amended to remove the term multiple and thereby 
obviate the rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $103 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,657,958 to Tanaka. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

The presently claimed invention relates to the definition of an allocation table in which a 
bandwidth may be associated: 

1) either with a virtual link to allow a maximum period of transmission of an item 
of information from a transmitter device to one or more receiver devices to be guaranteed (see 
the specification, from page 6 line 26 to page 7 line 11), 

2) with a set of virtual links, when several virtual links, using at least one common 
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physical link, are never all active simultaneously so that a smaller bandwidth than the sum of the 
bandwidths which would have been allocated to the various virtual links considered separately 
may be allocated, without harming the performance of the device with respect to the maximum 
period of transmission of an item of information (see the specification, from page 7 line 13 to 
page 8 last line). 

The allocation table is a static allocation table, which is defined once so that a maximum 
transmission period of an item of information, on each virtual link, and no occurrence of any 
congestion of the communication network, are guaranteed (specification, page 5 lines 11-19; 
page 7 lines 6-11; and page 8 lines 1-8). 

In Tanaka, on the other hand, for example as described in column 5 lines 20-41 in view of 
figure 2A and 2B, the bandwidth allocation table has many fields, corresponding to each 
identification number for identifying an individual SVC ("Switched Virtual Channel"): 

- an allocation bandwidth field 212, 

- a currently-used transmission field 213, 

- an unused bandwidth field 214. 

As described in the "summary of the invention" from column 3, line 45 to column 4, line 
13 and in column 6, lines 6-64, in view of figure 4, said bandwidth allocation table is defined at 
the beginning and then modified dynamically, in using a bandwidth ration A which is compared 
to a bandwidth guarantee factor. 

As described notably in column 10, lines 60-67, of Tanaka, in the bandwidth control 
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allocation, even if a requested value is larger than an unused bandwidth value, a bandwidth can 
be allocated so long as the requested value meets the communication bandwidth guarantee factor. 
As the bandwidth can be allocated flexibly, a refusal rate of a request for establishing an SVC 
connection can be lowered. Further, surplus of communication bandwidth can also be 
minimized. 

In Tanaka, the allocation table which is used in step SI of figure 4, is not defined as in the 
present invention because it is modified dynamically in relation to the communication bandwidth 
guarantee factor. 

Conclusion 

It is believed that this Response places the above-identified patent application into 
condition for allowance. Early favorable consideration of this Response is earnestly solicited. 

If, in the opinion of the Examiner, an interview would expedite the prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at the number indicated 
below. 
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Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
Please charge any additional required fee or credit any overpayment not otherwise paid or 
credited to our deposit account No. 50-1698. 



Thelen Reid & Priest LLP 
P.O. Box 640640 
San Jose, CA 95164-0640 
Tel. (408) 282-1855 
Fax. (408) 287-8040 



Respectfully submitted, 
THELEN REID & PRIEST, L.L.P. 





Khaled Shami 
Reg. No. 38,745 
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